Africa Contact




June 2008

Africa Contact (AC) is rooted in 30 years of cooperation with and support of liberation movements and popular movements in the countries of southern Africa. Following the fall of apartheid in 1994, southern Africa ceased to differentiate itself from the rest of the continent. Today all African countries south of the Sahara are in the same boat and united in a development that has benefited the few and left the majority in poverty with little or no future prospects. 

Therefore in 2007, with this development in mind, AC initiated the change from being an organisation that dealt with southern Africa to an association that focuses on the entire African continent south of the Sahara.

The goal of Africa Contact is to unite and strengthen Danish solidarity work concerning Africa and to establish alliances with partners in both Africa, Denmark and the rest of Europe.

This policy paper is the foundation for Africa Contact’s work over the next five years. 

Active support for active people

Africa Contact sees popular participation as a decisive element in the democratization of Africa. We feel that the basis for all development is that active civil societies influence this development. This is why we, for many years, have cooperated with African movements - unions, women’s movements, organisations, networks etc. – that actively work to change the social and economical agenda both in their own countries and between the south and the north. 

Many civil society organisations in Africa are weak, which is partially attributed to the fact that it is difficult for critical voices to garner support. A number of these organisations have received support from AC over the years in the form of economic contributions, manpower support and, lately, capacity building via project cooperations financed by Danida. Through cooperation with African civil organisations AC has, for instance, supported the professionalization of South Africa’s first democratic union for police- and correctional officers as well as the democratic movement in Swaziland, the composition of a policy for small business fisherman in South Africa, the development of a policy for land distribution to landless farmers in Zambia etc. – all of which have the African civil movements as both point of origin and driving force.

In light of this AC gladly notes that one of the overall goals of Danida’s strategy for support to civil society (2008) is to, “promote democratization and popular participation in the development process, the construction of a society built on the rule of law and good governance as a precondition for stability in the economic, social and political development.”

AC will continue to cooperate with organisations in the African civil societies so as to:

· Strengthen the popular movements in Africa that work for social and economic rights.

· Put the demands and struggles of African movements on the agenda in Denmark.

· Create networks and contacts with popular movements in Africa.

· Support, through our project- and solidarity work, the capacity building of democratic African organisations, support networking and knowledge sharing between organisations as well as policy- and advocacy work.

· Involve our members as well as other organisations and individuals in Denmark in the support of popular movements in Africa. 

The Political Program of Africa Contact

AC is a Danish organisation and focuses on areas where Denmark could and should make a political effort. At the same time though there are some conditions in Africa which have to be considered regardless of subject, country or project focus. More tangibly this means that AC, both in our analysis and our relations to our African partners, take the AIDS epidemic, gender equality as well as the legal status of women into consideration as decisive economic and social factors in the development of projects but also in the development of the countries themselves. 

 In our work we also take into account Africa’s disproportionate ratio of young people. These young people are predominantly without employment or future prospects and are therefore important factors in the future developments of both conflicts and peaceful political solutions.

Our political program is centred on four topics which are central to both the African context and the problem concerning north-south relations. The four topics are related and influence each other while also being central to the relations between Denmark/Europe and Africa and to the development of Africa in the coming years. Our four focus areas are:

· Danish development aid and –politics

· Trade and development

· Natural resources and the management of these

· Migration, national and international. 

Danish Development Aid and –Politics

Danish development aid is about more than fighting poverty in Africa. Business interests, Danish trade benefits and the ideological war on terror plays a much more prominent role in development aid today compared to 10 years ago. Today, Danish development aid supports a global agenda that does not promote social development. On the contrary it creates more inequality between the poor and rich countries.

Africa Contact’s goals:

- That Denmark returns as a pioneer for good development aid where poverty reduction is the goal.

- That a strengthening and rebuilding of for example the education- and health sectors and popular participation in the democratic processes becomes a focal point in Danish development aid.

- That the starting points for Danish development aid are the African people and their societies.

- That Danish development aid as a minimum reaches 1 % of GDP.

- That Danish multilateral aid to the UN is increased.

What Africa Contact wants

· To create a workgroup (Danish Aid Watch) which will monitor and uncover the consequences of Danish aid to Africa.

· To include our partners in Africa in the work with Danish Aid Watch.

Trade and Development

The uneven trade between Europe and Africa is impeding the development of the African countries. The continued looting of resources from these countries and the increasing political demands in trade agreements between the north and the south amplifies not only global inequality but also national inequality. Under the slogan “free trade” – with its demands of liberalization and privatization – the Danish government supports this development. A development which can best be described as neo-colonialism, where African countries are destined to be on the loosing end. 

Africa Contact’s goals:

· Freedom to trade rather than free trade.

· To make the discussion on free trade understandable to the general public.

· To communicate the right of the African countries to protect their economies against unfair competition from the north.     

· To create a new agenda in trade politics in Denmark that promotes African development.

What Africa contact wants

· To participate actively in Danish and international trade networks so as to oppose     liberalization and privatization.

· To strengthen the cooperation with others in Denmark who have the same agenda concerning trade politics. 

· To connect the opinions of our African partners to the debate on trade politics in Denmark. 

· To support and cooperate with African movements who work for fair trade policies, via our projects.

Natural resources and the management of these

The majority of poverty stricken people in Africa survive by natural resources – land, fish, trees and animals. Besides this most African economies are dependent on the production and export of natural resources – minerals, timber, fish, oil and agricultural products. This foundation for both life and economy is being hollowed out by domestic and especially foreign investors purchasing these same resources while still hunting for more. This hunt for oil and minerals, among other things, leads to war and conflict in large areas of the African continent. 

AC sees access by the population to natural resources as the only development possibility for the poor in those African countries that don’t have the industry, trade or infrastructure to adopt people in to parts of the production other than agriculture (this includes by far the majority of African countries). 

In this way the management of natural resources becomes a litmus test for both democracy and development. Unfortunately, it is difficult for the African governments to resist the temptation of selling out of their natural resources (in some cases very cheaply). The short term management of these resources damages the development of these countries.

Africa Contact’s goals:

· That Denmark supports the individual countries rights to manage their own resources.

· That Denmark supports the development of locally owned manufacturing industries in Africa.

· To direct attention to progressive management of natural resources via our projects.

What Africa Contact wants

· To cooperate with movements in Africa that organize farmers, fisherman and other groups of natural resource labourers.

· To participate in networks between the north and the south that work for progressive management of natural resources.

· To work towards that Danida and other donors consider access to natural resources for the poor and the individual countries own management of these, when creating their strategies.

· To, via our projects, support the building of popular movements and networks that work with progressive management of natural resources. 

Migration

Millions of primarily young people are migrating from rural to urban areas, from rural to other rural areas and from the south to the north. In 2007 alone more than 10,000 people drowned off the coasts of Spain and Italy trying to get from Africa to Europe while thousands of others survived the journey and now live in Europe. Also, the slums of the largest African cities are getting thousands of new migrants from rural areas each year. 

The migrants are rarely perceived as a resource in the cities or countries that they settle in despite the fact that they, in many cases, contribute positively to the development of the economy. 

AC sees migration as the manifestation of an unsuccessful policy on several levels. On one level migration is closely connected to the lack of social, economical and political rights in a number of African countries, and on another level the uneven trade balance between Africa and Europe seriously damages the possibility of surviving as a farmer or fisherman in large areas of Africa. AC also sees migration as a natural reaction to hopeless conditions.

 It is often the resourceful and strong-willed who try their luck in new places and they can be seen as a shot in the arm not least for the demographically aging populations of Europe, where scarcity of labour is becoming more and more of a problem.  Besides this, the African migrant workers contribute to the economical survival of African countries via remittances in a relatively larger degree than for example European development aid. This also causes AC to see the rising xenophobia in Europe and Africa to be a big problem.

Africa Contac’s Goals:

· That refuges and internally displaced people are protected and their rights respected.

· That migration in and from Africa becomes a topic in the foreign policy debate in Denmark at is not reduced to domestic, xenophobic fear mongering.

· That migrants are recognized as a dynamic resource.

· To work for proper information about the connection between Danish development policy, foreign policy, trade policy, business interests as well as the war on terror and migration in and from Africa. 

What Africa wants

· To direct focus at and also support the popular organisation of especially young people, in Africa.

· To work towards Denmark and the EU taking responsibility for refugees and internally displaced people in Africa. 

· To work for recognition of immigrants in Denmark and Europe.

· To work against “Fort Europe” and towards a constructive approach to the subject.
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